S A

Lo e

o e 4
A 'ﬁﬂ}uﬂ

NDR

[

-
-

FERTOSGE—.

et L

i T ALY

i R s R
'.'-.'-‘3‘. ﬁ Semal :5 TN ::..: -.'.g.,..\- e :

N AT UTRATN LA AT
AND ViBGINIA ADV

o L

WE Ri

St f s

A3 oy L e,

——t

R

“ALEXANDRIA:

e
MONDAY MORNING, Deceueer 3, 1860

('ONGRESS commences its session, st the
Capitol, in Washington, thisday. Itis pro-
bable that a quorum of both bouses will be
in attendence. The DPresident’s Message
will be sent in, in thut event, to-day or to-
worrow. We will endeavor to lay it before
our resders as early as possible. It it be-
lieved that the President will recommend a
(vastitutional Convention of all the States,
in the present crizis of our national affairs.
We hope that the Members of Congress will,
in view of the condition of things, resolve,
without exception, to conduct their delibera-
tions with calmpess and dignity. Nothing
ix to be gained by violence or excitement.

I+ uniNG UNDERsTOOD that the arrange-:
wments for Secession, in Souil Curoline, are
ull completed and irrevocable—and that no
aciion whatever either in the North or the
Nouth, ean prevent the consummation of the
purpose, publie attention in that State seems
to be entirely turned to plans for future al-
linnces or confederation with other States—
and fur defiance, if coercion is attempted.

e e ———

It will be recollected that the Governor of
South Caroling, in his recent message to the
Legislature of that State, advised the prohi-
hition of the introduction of slaves from States
not members of the “Southern Confedera-
¢y,” and particularly the border States.—
ile says, “let them keep their slave proper-
in their vwn borders, and, as the only alter-
pative lelt them, let them emancipate them
by their awn’acts, or the action of their Con-
federacy.” The unfriendly nature of the
recomumendation—though he had a perfect
right to make it—is evident. The Rich-
mond Fnguirer seems to take it in goud
part—the alternative and all—and says “by
preventing Virginia from selling slaves, a
perpetual slave region intervenes between
the cotton Siates and the abolition States of
the Northern Confederacy, which preserves
the peace within the limits of the Gulf
States.” But, then, is Virginia to be wused
eniy for the benefit and security of South
Carolinz, and one ¢r two other States which
do not regerd ker interests?

Es-President Pierce has written a letter to
o friend, on the national erisis, which is pub-
lished in the Washington Constiwution. In
it he says: “T trust the South will make a
large draft upon her devotion to the Union,
and be guarded by the wise moderation which
the exizeney sv urgeatly calls for. Can it
Le that this flag, with all the stars in their
places, is no longerto float at bome—abroad
and always as an emblem of our united pow-
er, common freedom und unchallenged seca-
rity ? Can it be that it is to go down in
Jdarkness, if not in blood, before we have
completed o single century of our indepen-
Jont nationu] existence? I agree with you
that madnes has ruled the hour in pushiog
forward a line of nggressionsupon the South,
but I will not despair of returning reason,
and of a returning senss of constitutional

right and daty.”

The Legislature of Arkansas hes now been
in session more than a week, and a large
amount of business bas been brought before
the two houses, but not a woerd has been uot-
tered, so far as we can learn from the detail-
ed proceedings of the body, in regard to
weans or mode of action in defence of the
South. Certain it is, ne resolution or act
has yet been introduced having refercvee to
auy  State - action in consequence of the
election of Lincoln. The pruceedings of the
Legisiature show an apparent calm in the
state of public fseling, or at least no precipi-
tancy in showing the position of the State in
regurd to the question that has brought such
unviety swnd gloom over other comwunitics.

‘Che Syracuse Juurnal says: “Mr, Seward
will, we are advised, at an early day in the
session of Congress, make a speech in the
Senate, giving his views on the state of the

country and the revolutionary movements in
these times.” . The expressions of his home
orgun, the Auburn Union, may indieate the
fine he will follow. The Union repudiates
the compromise proposition of the Albany
Evening Journal, and says that the repub-
licen staudard must not be lowered & hair’s

breadih.
e e =

The New York Tribune states that Hon.
George Briges, of that city, will introduce
into Cungress a proposition to compromise
the dificulties between the North and the
Sputh by restoring the Missouri Compro-
mise line, and amending the fugitive-slave
law so as to make it more accepravle to the
North, &e¢.  The Tribune repudiates the idea,
and the country republican press of New
York refuseto accept the policy Jaid down
by the Albany Journal.

A it w2

We see it stated, we do not know on what
authority, or how far subsequent eveuts may
confirin the assertion, that none of the Vir-
ginia Members of Congress, Senators or Rep-
resentatives, (whatever may be their sym-
pathies or nredilections,) are in favor of the
course of Sonth Carolina, at this time; or
think that she is acting, ‘at present, proper-
ly or discreetly in reference to the other

Southern States.
B — - eEEE—

[z is said that Mr. Stephens’ Union speech
was read by Mr, Lincoln with greatsatisfac-
tion. Ilo is, ulso, reported to huve said that
the host item of news he had received since
the 6+h of November was that-of Mr. Ste-
phend’ eioetion as delegate to the Georgla
State convention.

e W e e

A corps, numberiog about forty spirited
youug wen of Burke county, Georgia, has
been furmed, and has tendered its services
to Cov.'(iist, in the event of an attempt to
coerce the State of Scuth Carelina.

If two-thivds' of the States in the Unien
unite in_requesting Congress to eall u cor-

vention vuder the fifth article of the consti-
tution, the convention will meet.

R e T s

. NE"I‘;’S OF THE DAY.

o show the very ege and body of the TINzs.”

The fulling olf wf revenues from customns
at leading points in November of this year,
as compared with the corresponding mouth
of last year, is about us follows: Boston,
$130,000; New York, $400,000; Puiladel-
phia, $60,000; Baltimore, $25,(00; New Or-
leans, 20,000—total, 635,000, Thereceipts
for two days of this month are estimates,—
The customs receipts just now are quite lim-
ited, of which perhaps a fifth is paid in Treas-
ury notes. Not over $200,000 in cash has
been paid in on loan account during the past
week. Some 850,000 of Treasury notes have
been sentin by takers of the loan before they
hed fully matured. These may not be re-
corded. The Treasury Department hasan-
swered a requisition fur the salary of wem-
bers, but not one fur mileage.

At the Kentucky Military Institute, on the
17th ult. a slavery discussion tovk place at
breekfust, which resulted in a'gencral fight
between the Northern and Southern boys.
There wasnot a single weapon usedin the
fight—but tumblers, cups, and plates, were
used with such a good effect, especially by the
Southern boys, that the Yankees soon found
that the climzte was rather wo warm for
them and emigrated. The tight lasted about
twenty winuates, and all the effurts used by
the Faculty to swv the battle was to no effect.
Some predict a serious decline in the price
of and demand for cotton. So it is, misfor-
tunes never come alone, Everything seems
to concur, at this time, for the purpose of
promoting disorder and panic in this conn-
try. It is stated that the city of New York
has already lost fifty millions by the panic.
That is a trifle to what she yet possesses and
may yet lose. Boston thought herself to be
pauic-proef. Buat not only stocks, but mer-
chandise of all kinds have there been subject
to a serious deprecation.

The emount in the Treasury subject to
draft at the close of last woek was over three
millions four hundred and fifty-six thousand
dollars. The receipts for that week nmount
to two millions five hondred and seventeen
thousand doilars.  Dreafts paid, two millions
eight bundred and seventy-five thousand dol-
lurs. Drafts iszued, two millions two hun-
dred and fifty-six thousand dollars.

Minister Harris writes that the glowing
accounts received of the reception of the Jap-
anese Embassy had ceeasioned great delight
among the oficials at Yeddo.

Mr. Galick, of North Carolina, has been
promoted to the responsible post of chief
clerk of the Census office in place of Mr.
Wagner, of 8. C., resigned.

As we antieipated, there is now less ease
in money than immediately after the suspen-
sion by the banks. None but first class pa-
per can be negotinted on the street.

e et D P B ——————

VIRGINIA NEWS.

The Fredericksburyg Hernld refers to the
appearance of Alexandria Corporation notes
and says:—*We trust that all small notes
will be disearded in this section. They
are not needed, ns we learn the Bank-
house of the Messrs. Slaughter will suppy
their customers with change, and the sever-
al Banks will not refuse change in sums of
%5, where the design is simply to procure
change for the ordinary purpose of trade.”

The paper issued by the Maryland Baptist
Association, in compliance with the resolu-
tion preceding it, was publicly read on Sun-
morning, at the Baptist Chureh in Fred-
ericksburg, by the Pastor, Rev. Dr, Wi, F.
Brosdug, who followed it in a discourse re-
flecting the highest credit on his piety, abili-
ty and patriotism.

at Richwond, on Wednesday, became des-
perately enumored with an uctress, Miss
Nelson, and sent her a note with his daguer-
reotype, requesting to accompany her home
at the close of the performance. She met
him and gave him a cowhidingin the strect.

The Fourth Quarterly Meeting of the Me-
thodist  Chureh, Baltimore Conference,
Fuunquier, Rev. Mr. Owen, the Dustor, will
commence in Warrenton to-day, and proba-
bly continuce throngh the week. The Presi-
diog Klder, Mr. Brown, will be present, in
addition to other Ministers,

The Fredericksburg Nows says: “We have
seeeived a letter from Alexandris which bes-
tows gront praise on the Conference proceed-
ings and Miniatsrs essembled—as well a8 on
the huspitality of Alexaundiis.”

Messes, Stephens and Taliaferro, leal
Estate Agents 6t Federick<burg, sold on the
24th nlt., Mr. Abner S. Handolph’s farm in
Stafford, tv Lewis and John 1. Hammet,
for $3,000, being an average of $10 per acre.

Johu Tyler, jr., i w address the citizens
of Richmond, on pelitical topics, ut an eurly
day.

In Hamp#hire eounty, Levi ITott, has been
choseu & Justice of the Peace and J. W.
Baker, Cuastable.

S
The Deer Eunt at Craviord’s.

We referred some weeks since to the party
of deer hunters who went fromn thic place to
the Skenandvah mountain, and suceeeded in
securing twenty-six deer. We called theat-
tention of the other Albemarle party who
were abont to have a hunt at Crawford’s, to
the figures, and bantered them to see if they
could du as well.

The Crawford party have showed them-
selves trumps, but justice compels us to
award the medal to the Shenaudoah bhunters.
The former secured twenty-two deer—al-
though they claim to have shot twenty-nine.

Mr. J. Warwick Woods kilied three deer
on the first day, having shot two on the same
oceasion with his two barrels. Dr, Dabney
Carr, eighty-six years of age, killed & fine
buck. An esteemed friend, whose name de-
licacy reguires us to suppress, lost his colors,
having missed a deer atsome fifty paces.
All gentlemen inay learn irom this, as our
friend is an old huoter, the importasce of
carrving at feast two shirts on a deer hunt.

Another gentleman—ope of “the olden
time”’—unhappily neglected to put any shot
in his gun, and missed a doe with both bar-
rels abous ten steps.— Charlollesville Adv. ~

L S

Vircivra Guy Vacrory.—We understand
that Messrs. J. M, Mc¢Cue, ., D. Imboden, M.
G. Harman and others, have purchased the
large treight Depot of the Virginia Central
Railroad, at this place, for the price of $3500,
with the view of establishing a manufactory
here of the newly inveunted repeating gun,
which is now sttracting so much attention,
and is the invention of Lorsuzo Sibert of
this county. Messrs. McCue and Sibert are
the patentees, and bave had one ot the guns
put up at Harper’s Ferry, which is reported
to be the finest piece of work ever fabricated
at that celebrated Armory. A board of orda-
ance officers has been ordered to test the
gun at Washingtoo in a few days.

The prrties who have purchased the depor,
here, will be ineorporated as a company, us
sonn o3 the Legislature meeis, and will get
to work with 20 or 20 hunds at an early day
this Winter. We hope thetime may comc
when this manufactory will rival Chicoppee,
or Springfield in the production of fire arms.
—Ntaunton Vindicator.

ot SRS
The action of the Vermont Legislature on
the Fugitive Slave law question, will further
exasperate the South, and increase the Dis-
union feeling.

ST S —
wh. Oar columns were so crowded last
week, that many articles, selected and com- |
munieated, hud to be loft over.

A Baltimoresn, whose name is not given,

Lotters from Senator Xason,
= Hopkins, :
e mentioned in Saturday’s Gazette that

snd Hon. H. L.

letters had been received from Senator J. M.

Muson, and Hon. Henry L. Hopkins, in re
ply to a letter addressed to them by the edi-
tors of the Richmond ¥aquirer, asking their
opinions, on the National Crisis, and the pro-
per course for Virginia to pursue:—

The following is the most important part
of Senator Mason’s letter, which takes strong
ground in faver of a Convention:

“Ths disruption of the Federal Union, thus
imminent, or I should more properly say, ac-
tunl, is o great and pregnant event; and in
covsidering, therefore, how it may become
the Convention of Virginia to act, we must
look to that event as & material if nota con-
troling element in its deliberations. In the
first place, it may, and most probably will,
force upon the Federal Government the set-
tlement between it and the several States, of
the question of the right of secessivn. 1f
that right is denied, & new and paramount
issue will be made between the States and
the federal power, which will be presented
to the Virginia Couvention in limine. One
thing is very clear: Virginia (no more then
any other Southern State) will not be pas-
sive, should auy sttempt be made, by force,
to reduce such seceding State or States to
subjection.

In the next place, it is to my mind equal-
ly clear, should one of the States separate
from the Union on this slavery question, the
disruption will necessarily carry with it the
like separation of all those slave-holding
States whese destiny it is to continue such;
unless, under n returning sease of right and
justice in the Northeru miod, all may re-
maino, on such securities for the future as
will establish this great svcial interest in the
exclusive charge of those to whom it per-
tains,

I have ventured thus, though with unfeign-
ed diffidence, to look {furward to what Vir-
ginia may be called on to consider and de-
termine, in regard to the great issues forced
upon her eounsels by events in progress. The
magpitude of the occasion, may be well es-
timated by the nraguitude of those events.
State follows State into Convention, to delib-
erate on the necessity of breaking up a guv-
ernment which they believe has levied war
against the essential interest and dearest
rights of their people. The Southern Stetes,
happen what may, have neverbeen tho ag-
gressors, ia this strauge, unnatural contest.
In what they have done, or what may yet re-
main for them to do, they are prepared to
meet all the consequences.  There can beno
doubt or hesitaney, therefore, in my mind,
as to the course of Virginia. A Convention
is the only suthority competent to the occa-
sion, und it should be assemblied at the car-
liest day practicable.”

Mr. Hopkins, (Douglas) quotes the words
of Washington ngainst disunion, and thinks
that the same spirit is now at work which
drove our first parents out of Paradise, und
which' has been the potent influence which
has heretofore destroyed the best human in-
stitutions. He concludes:

“I say, then, the South has a just cause to
complain. Not only to complain and remon-
strate, but firmly and sternly, to demanda
cessation of these unfriendly and provoking
acts. Butlet this be done—not in fretful
impulse and haste—bat with all the delibera-
tiun and dignity of sovereign States, resoly-
ed to maintain their rights, “peaceably, if
they can, foreibly, it they must.” But it
behooves us, I think, by every consideration
of enlightened policy, of real interest and of
patriotic duty, to exhaust our remedies with-
in the Union, for & rodrvess of our grievan-
ces, before we plunge into the dark abyss of
knotwn and unknown ills, that lie beyond a
‘dissolution of it. While the cotton Siates
are busily preparing to take the awful step of
secession, merely becauseof the loss of Presi-
dential election, under and according to the

torms of the Constitution, T would appeal to
themw, as friends and brethren, to wait yeta

Coungress, the Federal Judiciary and a mill-
ion of Northern votera are with us:and then
I would ask Virginia, single-hunded and
alone, if other States would not join her in
her mission of peace, tosend Commission-
ors to all those States in the North, whose
Legislatures haye passed acts to nullify or
obstruet the fucitive slave law of Congress,
in flagrant violation ol the Constitution and
our righis under it, and to demand a repeal
of those obnoxious aets, as the only means
of saving the Union from destruction.

If their Legislatures or Conventions call-
ed to consider the proposition, should reject
it, prefering their unconstitutional and hos-
tile logislation, to the preservation of the
Union, then the whole Bouth would go out
together, and the act of secession, founded,
not on the legul and constitutional election
of a Pregidens, hut upon their hostile legis-
lation against us, thus solemuly se-afiinned,
would be justified in the sight of God and
man. The remedy, under existing circum-
stances, would, I think, be sufficient and of-
ectnal. ;

You request my views on the sulject of a
Convention to consider the “‘necessity of our
position.”” T am decidedly against any Con-
vention of delegates appointed by the prim-
yry meetings of the people. Our ezperience
in the lust two Demoeratic State Conven-
tions, must convines uys that they ave no
places for calm deliberation and enlightened
decision, such as the “necessities of our posi-
tion” now demand. But I think it would
be wise for the Legislature to call sueh o
Convention, and previde by law, for the
election of its members without delay.”

Svppey Deatn vy WasmivaroN.—A re-
markably sudden death nceurred on Thanks-
giving duy—that of 1Iall Neilsun, esq., long
and favorably known as o man ol Lusiness,
president of the Great Falls Manufacturing
Cumpauy, concerned in coal lands and other
enterprises. For some time he had suffered
with 4 sore on his finger, resembliog a felon,
and about 9 o'clock on Thursday merning
progecded to the ofiise of his physician, vl
Richards, who told him he was sick, and ad-
vised him to go home to bed. Dr. Howard,
then present, accompanied Mr. Neilson
round to his office, put him in bed and left.
Bus a short time elapsed when Dr. Richards
arrived, and going up with Mr. Ritehey, a
neighbor, they found the patient sitiingin
his chair, his head fallen over on the table,
and he was dead! The only indications of
discase, beside his finger, were found in sev-
oral blueish spots on hiy arm. Mr. Neilson
was the uncle of thelate Assistant Pustmas-
ter (lenersl Marron, and at the time of liis
disease his family were at Mes Marron's
country residence, whither the body wasre-
moved.  For probably twenty-five vears,
trom 1310 to 1835, he was an iufluential mer-
chant in Richmond, Va. Ilis age is stated
at over seventy.—Bull, Sun.

K¢\ (T PSR

Ax Arcuynent.— e reason thus: If South
Carolipa is justified in her present course le-
cause of what the North has done, then Ma-
ryland would have a ten fold fustifieation in
taking the same course, for sho hus suffered
one haadred fold more than South Carolina.
We think those gentlemen-in Marylund, who
justify Sauth Caroling, eannet be very Lrave
or patrictic man, else they would not fold
their arms and see the cotion States avenge
fheir wrongs, and they look quietly oui—
Cumb. Civ.

THEREAL OIL.—West’s best qu:Iily, fresh
j supply, just receiyed, and for sale by
CHARLES J. WISE,

deo 1 gr.0f Drinde and Fist sty

T\ O0R MATS of Rope, Manilla, Cocoa, Jule,
Alicante, Tnside Mats, Table Mats, for sale by
noy 26 JOHN OGDEN.

little longer—especially as both houses of

Hon, William §mith,

The following is reported by the Warrca-
ton Flag as the positions taken by Ilon.:
Wm. Switk, in his speech in Warrenton,
last Monday : AR N

Gov, S. said, of course, it was too late to
elaborate the suhjectz embruced in his pre-
decessor’s remarks, but he would speak gen-
erally as it seemed to be the desire of the
people to hear his ,opinions aed counsel.—
ITe said if it was true, aa Gen, C.admitted,
that the South had always beén in the right
in her controversies with the North, and
that she was not nowin the wrong, why did
be come to Virginia as if she wus now on
the eve of perpefrating some great crime,
instead of going to the region of Black Re-
publican predomipancy and endeavoring to
relove the causes of our indignation and
complaints ? There was the field of labor
-——pot bere; we were now in the right as
herctofure; the other sectivn was the wreng-
doer and let the gentleman go thither with
his eloquence and seck to obtain redress for
the jnsults und injuries we had enduored for
s0 muny years. (This was received with
unbounded plaadits.) The speaker loved
the Union, and would make sacrifices for its
preservation; and was likewise with the
Southern people, who simply required it to
bemaintained asit was formed. Already the
South buad sabmitted te many and grievous
wrongs at the hands of her Northern breth-
ren, in the hope that there would be a hap-
py change in time, aud the question now
was whether she would unconditionally sub-
mit to the consummation of those wrongs
found in un administration pledged to their
repeated perpetration as its line of govern-
nental polity, Ile thea proceeded tu recite
o portion of the history connected with the
subject, and produced the evidonces of the
deep-scated snimosity to our rights and in-
stitutions that would control the Lincoln
administration. Under such circumstances,
he had no quarrel with those who favored
secession at this time; he could easily un-
derstand that that might Le regarded as 2
Justifiable step in view of the alien charac-
ter of the governmeat to succeed the pre-
sent administration. e held that we
would stand in pretty much the same posi-
tion to the Federal government in Lincoln’s
hands as the colonies held to the British
crown at the time they declured that they
ought of rizht to be independent. It was
necessary for the South to take a stand now;
not to be guilty of unconditivnul submis-
sion, and it was well perhaps that the Cot-
ton Stutes should seeede; it would xid the
cause of those who desired to renew the
Union,

While, however, he thought the issue
ought tu be made, there was still a question
of policy to be delermined, and he thought
that as u matter of pelicy Vieginia shonld
rewain in the Union for the present to make
a Just effort (or the perpotuicy of the Repub-
lie. It was her duty w call a Southern Con-
vention aud confer with such of her sisters
as might atiend—lay down an ultimuattim to
the Northern States, give a solemn warn-
ing, and if our demands should he refused,
as a matter, of course, make common cause
with the Gulf States,

In his judgment this was the hest remedy
that could be devised, There wore no dis-
unionists per s2 and those in favor of imme-
dinte secession might well wait for the re-
sult of such an attempt, while it would
assuredly meet the assent of ¢ll other par-
ties not anxious for most ignoble peace.—
For himself be antioipated no war; none cer-
tainly if the South would be an unit, for
what government would undertake to sub-
Jugate a section covering so large an urea of
territory and so sbundant in all the elements
of strength and greatness?

Hon. Jno. T. Harris,

From tha abstract given in the last issue of
the “Yalley Demoerat,” of the speech deli-
vered on the 10th ult, in Harrisonburg, by
ilon, Jno. T. Harris, we are satislied that he
made an able and sound Union speech.—
He showed that there could he no dunger of
hostile legislation, and no danger of having
very ohjectionalile men uppointed to office,
as the Republicans will be in a minerily in
both Houses of Congress.  Lioncoln will be
impotent for mischief. Iu reference to pe-
cuniary cungiderations he said:

“It has been estimated that a Sourhern
confederacy would cost about 515,000,000
per annym. That, as o new government,
we would have but litile commerce, and
we would be reguired to raise this amount
by direct taxes, Virginia’s portion, by this
estimate, would be little less than 32,000,000
per annum, which, with her heavy debt, and
high State taxes, she is little abila to beae.—
Avotker effect of disuynion would ba to re-
duce, perbaps, 50 per cent, the price of ne-
gl'u I'.'-ﬁ-' ’ * % ¥* %% " *%

“He appealed to Virginia to stand firm,
with one eye on the North, watching and
guarding cur rights, and the otber ou the ex-
treme South, exborting them to return to the
government of their fathers. By pursuing
this eourse, she wmight profduce & reaction
at the North and a happy reunion at the
SU“ th _” i % * * * &

“Ile was oppozed to telling South Carolina
in advance, that we do not wish to secede,
but we cannot remain in the Union if you
go.  luewas but an invitation to her to go, and
Virginia would do what she had pever done
before, follow.™ " ; = *

“He was opposed to any convention which
had for its olject, directly or indirectly, the
dissolution of the Union for existing causes,”

Garr's Srarve or Jerrerson.—This fine
work of art, ordered by the University of
Virginia. was exhibited by the artist yester-
day, at the rooms of Mr. Davies, at fhe HMe-
chanics institute, to a party of the sculptor’s
friends. The statue is of pure Italian mar-
ble, The distingaishod statesiaa is repre-
sented at the gge of sixiy: the figure is erect,
with the face to the frunt, the right arm rest-
ing on the left breass, with a scroll in  the
hand. The left arm hangs gracefully Ly the
side, with the fingers uonclosed, and in a
most noatyral state of repose.  Gver the rizht
arm are thrown the bids of a elonk, and the
left arm is partially covered with the same.
The posture of the lower extremitiesis admi-
rable; the lecsare hut little apart, the left tue
being to the {ront, and the right thrown out-
wards,  The posture, we huve said, is admi-
rable, and one ean see that the artist has ful-
ly exhibited that weakness of Iimb which
belongs to the infirmity of sixty years. The
hoots are of the old style, or what are com-
monly called top.. The right arm is pressed
closa to the-Lreast, indieating the effurt which
an old man musi make to keepany fixed po-
sition., The features exhibit a beautiful
hlending of the benevolent, the firm and the
highly intelligeat. The work is chiselled
with great care.  Tn a word it is a work fue-
fuan usgue ad wngen. Theecostume is care-
fully copied [rom artioles of clothing worn
by Mr. Jefferson, and now in the possession
of the artist, We looked at this clothing
with much interest. The coat is of Virgin-
ia homespun, and the vest iy of buoff silk
made in Paris,— fPich., Eng.

W g "

HeavyFannor Rock a1 Nracara Fanis.—
The following is s2nt us by Mr, S, Davis, eof
Table Rock hotel, Niagaw Falla:—*Un Sat-
urday the 24th inst., at half-past 1 o’clock
thiere was o reemendous full of reek a ittlg
Southof theoid stair-vase, compleiely tilling
up the pathway leading toghe new stuir-case;
But u few minutes before the f{all, a party
was being conducted from the museum to
the sheet of water. Had it happened at the

"of tons fell.”—Toronto Leader,

time they were pessing, all must have got
erushed to pisces, I suppose some thousands

Official Vote of Virginia in_ the Dresidentisl

T " Election: ;| % 7
 Opinion of the Attarncy General ofi the Returna. -

The result of the. recent election in this
State for President and Vice President 18
without precedent, we believe. The vote of
Yirginia since the adoption of the geoeral
ticket system, has always been cast entire
for one Presidential nominee. The circum-
stances which have led to the result are mat-
ters of euch ‘general interest that we publish
this morning the interrogatories of Gov.
Letcher relative to the questions affecting
the result, addressed to Attorney General
Tucker, and his response to the sume:

= Novexser 24, 1860.

Questions submitted by the Governor: to
the Attoruey General, upon which he re-
quasts his opinion in writing:

Ist. Whether is it necessary to constitute
a good voter that he should present a ticket
and write his name on the back, or have the.
sume written. ‘T'he Commissioners return a
total of votes cast for the Electors, specify-
ing the number, and then add a portion of
these votes cast withont tickets, and the re-
sidue cast with tickets. Ought these votes
to be received or rejected?

2d. The initial of the middle namein. the
rcturn of Eleotors by the Commissionerd be-
ing erroneously given, thus, *'S.” instead of
«T.,”” or the ommission of jurior or senior at
the end of the name, as the case may be.—
Ouglit such return to be recoived and count-
ed in favor of the partienlar Eleetor?

3d. Io the case of the Christian name of
the clecwir being erroneoasly stuted in the
return—for exumple, Anthony instead of
Andrew—should such returns be counted or
excluded {or the Elector? ,

4th. In the cuse of the sir-name of the
Blestor being erroneonsly stated in the re-
turn, should the return be counted or exclud-
ed for that BElector?

5th. Whether a poll opened in the name
of the candidates for the President und Vice
President, and not for the Electors, should
be received and counted, not appearing
whether there were tickets or not?

Answer is desired by Monday morning
next, JouN LETCHER.

J. R. Tucker, esq., Attorney General.

Ricuvonp, Nov, 24th, 1860,

Sir: —I have received your communication,
propounding several questions in respect to
the electing of Eleetors for President and
Vice President of the United States. I am
compelled, by reason of your request.fur an
answer on Monday morning, to prepare my
reply at once; and to state more succinotly

| than [ would otherwise have done, my rea-

sons for the conclusions to which 1 huve
come.

lst. Whether it is necessary to constitute
2 zood voter that he should presens a ticket
und write his name ou the back, or huve the
same writter? The Commissiouersreturn &
otul of votes cast for the Electors, specilying
the number, and then add o portion of these
votes east without tickets, and the residue
cast with tickets.  Ought these votes be re-
ceived or rejected?

This question invelves an inquiry iuto the
real mode in which the law dirvects the voter
to cust his vote; whether the voter really ex-
presses his choiee by ballott or »iva voce.

The Constitution of Virginia (Art. III,
Sec. 4.) containg this provision:

“In all elections votes shall be given open-
ly, or vira voce nod not by ballog; bat dumb
persons entitled to suffrage may vote by
ballot.”? ;

This provivion seems to settle the point 28
to the mode of casting a vote; it must be
siven openly or viva voce, and cannot be Ly
ballot, exeept in the single case of a vote
cast by « dumb person.

1t seems to me it would be ineompetent
for the Legislature to have required a vote to
be cast by ballot, even had it atterupred to
do so.  Nor, in my judzment, has the Legis-
lature made such an atiempt.

Sie. ol chapter 20 of the acts of 1857-'8,
provides that under *‘the superintendence
and control of the Commissioners,” polls
should be open—a Conductor appointed—
that he should proclaim and sce the
voles rocorded, mppoint writers—have poll
books prepared uud deliver to cach writer
the bouk he is to keep. The writer is re.
quired to write the names of voters in u ccl-
umn headed with the words “names of vo-
ters;”’ “and opposite the name of the voter,
a mark neder the name of each person fur
whom he votes,”  The section then procecds
g3 follows:  “*And in an election for Electors
for President and Viee President ef the
United States, the said officer”” {the Conduc-
tor,) “*shall receive from each voter a paper
or tiekes ocontaining the names of as many
persons for Blectors as the State may be enti-
tled to, for the time being. The name ol the
voter shall be written on the back of the pa-
per, and he shall also deelare wiva voce for
whum he votes as Klectors, either by repeat-
ing the name of each person voted for, or by
any other distines designation of thewm collec-
tively: provided, that i/ hebe dumb he may
eoie by ballot. When the vote isreceived by
the Commissioners it shall be recorded on
the poll book as aforesaid.” It farther pro-
vides, that the correctness of the poll when
concluded by the condueiing officer, shallbe
cert-fied by the Commissioners and Condye-
tor: and requires the delivery of the polls at
precinets to the Commissioners at the Court-
House.

Ste. 31 of the same act requires the Com-
missiohers at the Court House to examine
and compare the several polls taken in the
county—strike therefrom improper votes—
attach a list thereof to the poll, and the rea-
son for so striking them frem the poll.

Ske. 41 provides that “the tickels handed
in by the vutera shall be kept by the Lm-
misstoners under their seal”’—1hat they shall
be preserved by eneef the Commissioners,
and be delivered to the Governor, if demand-
ed by him within six months after the clec-
tion. It further.provides, thut the several
polls, when subscribed by the Cammission-
ers, shall be delivered to the Clerk of the
county, “to be preserved in the clerk’s office.”’

The sections cited are all that bear upon
this question. 1t is ohvious from the langu-
age of the 14th section, that the law does not
prescribe a vote by ballot, but really forbids
it, except in the case of a dumb person; thus
confurming to the provision of the Constitu-
tion already cited. The whole law shows
that polls are to bo opened and kept, and
the votes therein recorded—that upon these
the Commissioners are to determine the re-
sult—thut these are to be returned to the
Clerk’s office, to be preserved as a porpetual
evideuce of the election; while on the other
kand, the tickets are to be kept by the Com-
missioner only, unless they be demanded by
the Governuor. ;

What, then, is the purpose of requiring
the Aanding in of the tickets? Does that
conslitute the casting of the vole? :

| am of opinion that the vote is cast by the
voter whea he declares “eiva coce for whom
he votes as Blectors,” and that the vote so
cast must be evidenced aceording to the mode
required by thelaw. The voteiscastviva
roce, end not by hullot—and this uoder the
(Oonstitution and the law. The law directs
the sificer to receive u ticket, and to have the
vote recorded on the poll. These are the
modes of evidence which the law prescribes,
to establish the fact that the yote has been
cast., But the absence of the requisite evi-
denee in afé the modes required cannot inval-
idate the vote, if proved by any one of the
modes the law requires. If one writer re-
cords the vote upon his poll book, and the
vther fails to do so, I presume the vote will
not he rejected for the default of the writer.
If the ticket is furpished and the writers

omit to veeord, is not the vote to be received,

{ when the Commissioners certify it was cast?

"All favor should be shown to the right of suf-

‘Does the ticket cupstitate the vote; or such,

I think the sound rula‘fﬁ Eﬁcli’_.caséi ia this:

frage; the iorms prescribed to’ protect it
should not be made instruments to defeat it,
and where there is-legal evidence “that it has
been exercised in a particular mode, it will
not bo defeated, because all the eovidence
possible has not been furpished to.prove it.

In the case stated in your question,.the.
Commissioners certify, that & certain num-
ber of votes were cast for the Electors—that
a portion of them were cast withoat tickets.
Still they were cast; and so the Commission-
ers certify. . How cast?’ Viva voce, itis to'be
presumed; and the evidence of the fact must
have been furnished by the record on-the
poll books, from which the Commissioners
ure required by law to make their retura.
Why, then, should the votes be rejected?—
Not because they were not given, for the.
Commissioners certify they were; nor because
there was no legal evidence of if, for we
must presure from the certificates the legal-
evidence was on the poll book. The only.
reuson for rejection must be, because there
were no tickets. The question then recurs:

ovidence of its being cast, as that, without it;
it cannot be proved to have been given 7—
I think Ihave shown itdoes not constitute
the vote. ; - i

- 1s it evidence of the vote cast, without
which it cannot be established ?

I answer: It is onlyone of several modes
of evidence by which it may be establighed.
Besides, it constitutes evidence uf less digni-
ty than that of the record upon the poll”
books ; for the latter can only be obtained
upon u vote viva voes, the constitutional
mode of voting ; while the former might be
furnished in the absence of the viva voce vote.

I thivk the law proposed to guard this
election by furnishing two modes of proof,
either of which might suffice to establish the
fact of the vote cast. Both are not essential
—either will suffice. Both should be requi-
red by the officer; but, if not required, or
being required, if not furnished, shall the
vote, when cast and recorded by the officer
in the one mode prescribed, be rejected ?

It seems to me that such a rule would
operate a fraud upon the right of the voter.
IIad the officer refused the vote becaunse of the
want of the ticket, the voter could have had
an opportunity to secure his right by procu-
ring the ticket. But when he receives and
records the vote withqut a ticket being fur-
nisbed, is it just to the voter, when the day
is passed for the exercise of his right—
which he supposed he had exercised—to de-
feat it for the want of a ticket, not made es-
dential ab the time?

I am, therefore of opinion that the votes
should be roceived referred to in your first
question,

A case somewhat similar, from Loudoun
county;¥-was telegraphed to express an op-
inion upon to the Commissioners at the late
election. In thas case ticksts were furnish-
ed; but, though the names of the voters
were recorded, no mark was“put under the
Electors voted for, whose names, however,
were on the tickets '

In that ease the evidence by tickets was
complete—that by the poll buok was want-
ing. I decided the votes were good, upon
the legul evidence furnished by the tickets.
The votes were not bad because though one
proof was furnished another was wanting.—
So in this case, I say, though the proof by
tickets be wanting, yet the other mode of
proof is furnished—and it is what the law
has made one of the modes by which voters
are to ba authenticated.

2d, 3d, 4ehr Questions,

These questions present cuses of hardship
which I fear there may be no time to relieve.
When the commissioners returned that cer-
tain persons were voted for as Electors, and
e8 a matter of notoriety some of those voted
for were not candidates, (there being slight
variativns in the name,) the only mode of
rectifying the mistake would be to call for
the tickets, They might do so. It isenow,
periraps, too late to obtain them.

We must lean strongly in favor of the

right of the voter to vote. We must strive
not to Gefeat it by technical or formal vbjec-
tions. But, where he has yoted, and for a
man bearing o name which the voter desig-
nates, the question you propound is, shall
we presums he did not mean to vote for a
man bearing the name he designated, but
for another person bearing a slightly differ-
ent name? I may, by changing his vote
thus promote bis real purpose; but might I
not thus, defeat his right, and usurp it to
myseli? I am of opinion, that when the
Commissioners certify that a person by one
name was voted for, it is not competent for
the officer appointed to decide to declare a
person of another name was voted for, or to
declare otherwise than the certificate war-
rants: The law declares:
_ Sec. 40. “From the returns so made out,
and transmitted to him, the Governor shall
ascertain what persons are elected and make
proclamation of the fact.”

This law shuts up the Governor to the re-
turns, and he cannot go beyond the returns,
80 made out to presume a mistake in {them,
to help what all may really believe was the
puarpose of the voter.

For example, o certificate states that John
Stiles raceived so many votes, The Govern-
or knows James Stiles was a candidate,
‘while no one ever heard that John Stiles
was,  But non constal the voter may have
intended to vote fur John Stiles. - Who can
take the liberty, after the poll is closed and
certified by the proper officer, of changing it
—of making the voter vote for o man he did
not vote for, upon a presumption that he
must have so intended ?

Upon this view I think the votes certified
raust be counted only for the person whose
name is recorded as having received them.

If it be said that some name was voted for
which is Lorne by no person known to the
Governor, stili it does not follow that such a
person does nof exist. But if nosuch per-
son does exist, theu the vote is void,

Where the initial of the middle name 'is
not that of an Elector on either ticket usual-
ly voted for, the question is solved by usk-
ing, is the name voted for thatof the name
most like it on the ticket? Is A. B, Smith
A. C. Smith? Can the latter claim a vote.
cast for the former? Ilecan only do so by
showing the voter meant to vote for him,
and how can that be done now ?

I think such a‘vote cannotbe counted, ex-
cept for o mun auswering to the name desig-
nated ; and not for one whose middle initial
is different, ' '

I think, however, the addition of junior
or senior is no part of the name, is differ-
ent, and that the vote may be counted for a
man who is a candidate who  bLeurs the
name designated by the voter.

Whea the christian or sir-name is stated
differently from that upon either ticket, I do
not see how it can be counted for the candi-
date oo tho ticket. ;

5th question. .

1f I understand the case intended by this
question, it is this: It not appearing whether
tickets were used or not,can a poll opened
for candidates for President and Viee Presi-
;lenc bi ret-:alivjs:tli. in determining who bave
seen elected Mleators to vote for per
fill those oftices 7 Ipe s

Iausweor in the negative. The polls are
to be opened fur Electors for President.—
Electors are to be voted for,  If it does not
appear that Electors were voted for, the poll
1s of no validity, and canuot be ccunted, be- |
causa it shows no legal votes for persons to
be elected. ' ; i )

Ihave thushastily stated my opivion npon
the questions presented, and regret that'a
want of time compels me to do so more hur-
riedly than T could have desired. '

I am, respectfully your obedient serv’t,

- =

o Novexner 2?
Where thé caption of a r’u:;urr.: .}3}‘3
that the elestion was held on the 61l of

cember, 1860, and in the conclusi
per bears date the 10th of oNt?vl;:r:ﬁ: hfgsg
ought the poll to be rejected or admitteqs *

: Joux Lercy
J. R. Tucker, esq., Attorney Guner:ln'

s yetr - "27“; l-afm. -

X ani of opiniod {4Bidald Hels
_ Lam of opinion itshould be admi
is an obvious miistake, and" the 'p:}estlﬁ' K It
should be, the election was held on thf!) dlzn
requi¥d by lew, unless the contrary g
The contrary does not appear—for it i ;
posgible a “return of “an’ election shoy)q be
wade Nov. 10, 1860, held on Dec. 6, 18
especiaslly when we are .conaid.eri.ng t'.h. :
turn before the day stated therein ag the da
of election. ' It is & mistake, and igas if .
month wus blank. * If it was blank the |, ':
inference would prevail. .J. R, Tﬁc:zgga
«For the Governor, -~ .. "

* Official Vote of Virginia,
Woe append the official vote of Vippin:
in the l'al?te Presidential election, TE;KI: ™
of Wyoming county is not inelyq .
cause of the fact that the proper officer fail
ed to make a return.  The Imessenger nen.
by the Governor, returned with a certiﬁcat‘
ot-the Clerk of the Court, showing thntBeﬁ
received G0 - votes, Breckinridge 29
Douglas 9. By comparing the vote ::f the
highest Bell lector and the vote of ¢,
highest Breckinridge Elector, as given i:
the official result-below, it will be seen thyy
Bell has a mujority of 218, Add to_thjs
his majority of 31 in Wyoming, sud Bely,
ascertained majority in the State is 240
Owiaog to the informalities in voting for ¢h,
Electors, nine of the Bell Electors and g,
of the Breckinridge Electors have been chg.
sen to cast the vote of the State. The Eleg.
tors are to meet ab the Capitol, in Richmoud,

on the 5th of Deccmber,
Bell Electors. -
Thomas Bruce.....T4,524
Marmaduke John- - -
| 80D ienana e 14,024
L. J. Bowden......74,524
J J. Jackson, J1.74,524
F. T. Anderzon...74,450
B. H. Shackelford74,377
A. B. Caldwell....74,249
L. H. Chandler...74,020
Jos. Christian.....74,097
Walter Preston...73,927
J.T. Thoruton....73,208
T. H, Epes...... 73,163
J.F.Johnson......73,102
W. R. Staples.....72,747
A, E. Kennedy....72,408
- SCATTERING VOTES. ‘
Bell Eloctors. Breckinridge Electors,
J. H. Chandler...... 332 | Thos. E. Goode......1174
L. B. Chandler...... 150 | T. F. Tredway...... 801
Franeis H. Epps.....1361° | J. T. Tredway....... 135
L. H. Chambers...... 109 | T. J. Tredway..,..., 504
Johu 8. Thornten..1176 | Jas, F. Kewper.,... 447
John J. Thornton,.. 140 | James S, Kemper.., 458
Jas. T. Johnson.....1225 | Joseph L. Kemper., 894
James S. Johnson., 197 | Jobn L. Kemper.... 432
0. Christian ......... 427 | Jumes L. Kember.. 227
D. H. Shackelford.. 147 | Bev. R. Douglas....1716
And’w. I. Kennedy 995 | Eppa HLutton...,..... 807
And’w. 8. Kenrvedy 526 | E. Hunter............ 804
Apd'w. J. Reanedy 33 | Thos. 8. Isbell,...,. 960
An. W.E. Kennedy 102 | Thos. W. Ishell.,....1486
Fra'cis J. Anderson 72 | Thos. L. Ishell...... 207
Walter R. Staples... 827 | Thos. J. Isbell...... 264
Wm, R. Staples..... 624 | James F. Massie,.... 0
W. R. Stables........ 326 | I. R. Dunn...,........ 500
Wm. Preston-........ 151 | Isaac R. Dunn,..... 160
Jas. B. Newman,... 447

Breckinridge Eleoto

Wm, anl:%........?-i,ﬁ;?
J. R. Edwunds...74,245
James Lyons......74,2;
R. A. Claybrook,. 74,245
W. i, Anthony ,..74,945
J. W. Massie...,,.74,155
[saac B. Dunn.....73,58;
Z. Kidwell.........73 495
T. F. Goode.......73,074
T. T. Tredway....72,865
B. B. Douglas.. ,,72,5%9
Eppa Hunton....72 460
J. G. Newman....72 457
J. L Kemper....71,687
T. M. Isbell...... 71106

Jobn J. Newman.., 429
John B. Newman... 402
Lincoln Electors.
Geo. Rye.............1,929
Jobn Wright........1,929
R. H. Gray..........1,929
Thos. Todd..........1,929
Jos. Applegste......1,929
Thes. J. Hewitt....1,929
Joseph Bell.........1,929
John-MecLure.......1,929
Levi Pittman......1,929
W. E. Stephenson.1,929
D. W. Roberts......1,929
J. L. Freeman......1,929
Jacob Hornbrook..1,929

Douglas Electors.
Gen. Blow,.........16,223
Hen'y L. Hopkinst6,207
Jon’thn B. Stovall18,097
Jus, Garland...;..16,250
Ben. F. Randolph16,186
Juwmes H. Cox.....16,250
J. B. Ailworth....16,250
G. H. C. Rowe.....14,016
Geo. W. Brent......16,251
Tsrael Robinsou..16,241
J.'N. Liggett......16,232
D. H. Hoge........18,103
Geo. W. Hopkins. 16,224
C. J. Stuart.,.....16,251 | 5. M. Peterson......1,908
Wmn. G. Brown....16,235 | @. D. IIall...........1,929

SCATTERING VOTE FOR DOUGLAS ELY.CTORS,
Geo. W. Blow........ 28| J. 1L C. Rowe.........130
H. D. Hopkins....... 27| G. A. C. Rowe........ 86
H. M. Hopkins...... 16 | Isbel Robinson....... 10
Jon'thn L. Stovull. 153 | J. M. Tiggitt.......... 20
B. H. Randolph..... 64| J. H. Hodpge...........178
C. H. C. Rowe......1945 | J. W, Hopkins........ 27
C. 4. B. Rowe...... 153 | Wm. C. Brown........ 1@

SCATTERING LINCOLN VOTE.

S M Proaton o S SR S e s s siasT i B

With the returns made to the Governor
may also be found the foilowing ticket, vo-
ted by a reeident of Pittsylvania county:

Richard K. Cralle, Willoughby Newton,
Edmund Ruffin, Frank G. Rauffin, David
Chalmers, John Robertson, Henry A. Wise,
James A. Seddon, Wm. H. Werth, R. G, 1L
Kean, Beverly Johnson, ITenry A. Edmund-
son, Wm. Watts, George Fitzhugh, Albert
T. Bledsce. : *

Verywont LrcisLaTvrRE— ANTI-FUroITIve
Srzave Law Biin Resecrep.—On the 23d
instant & majority of the committee of the
Vermont ITouse of Representatives, to whom
had been referred a bill to repeal an act pass-
ed in 1858, to secure freedom to all persons
within the State, reported that the same
ought to pass, upon the ground that the act
of 1858 is uncoostitutional. After clearly
stating the argument againstthe act, the com-
mittee proceed to say:

“While we retain this law on our statute
book, we areestopped for very shame as a par-
ty in pari delicto from rebuking nullification
or secession in other States. By repealing the
law we shall perform an act of simple justice
to ourselves and the States with whose rights
the law conflicts, and shall do much toen-
courage the hope of patriotic men everywhere
that the bond which has so long held the
States in one great and prosperous Union
may servive the perilous discontents of the
time, and endure for ages to come.”

The bill which accompanied this report
was reached on Tuesday, and, after an able
speech in favor of ite passage by Mr. Thomus,
of West Fuirlee, it was rejected, two toone.
Twenty-five Republicans voted for the re
p;a_l of thelaw. The Legislature Lias adjourn
e - >

Brovcar up Sraxpinc.—A Douglas Post-
master in Western New York has just bees
greeted with the following official present:
ment:

Post Orrice DeparTyENT, !
Arrorntyest Orrice, Nov. 16, 1860. )
Sir—It is alleged that you take grest
pains in distributing Anti-Democratic papers:
while you never deliver Breckinridge 8°
Lane newspapers withoat making some 0"
fensive or deprecatory remark, and that yoU
are very offensive in doing so, and have deve”
ted to it a good deal of time, to the neglect 0
your official duties; that you keep your f’ﬂ.i""
in & very dirty and slovenly munner, giV1P3
rige to great complaint, :smcl,r also that, at (he
recent election, and at the polls, you public
ly deneunced the President and Mr. Breck:
inridge as not belonging to the Demoersti®

I’you bave any roply to make, or €W
dence to offer, in disproof of these allegs”
‘tions, I shall be pleased to receivo it, Respect”
fully, &e., St. John B. L. SkiNNER,
~ Acting First Assistant Postmaster Genersl

Sovurs CaroLina Mewners or CoNGRESS:™
The Columbia (S. .C.R Carolinian says:

“We learn that all our members of the
Federal House of Representatives bave 9&
terminéd to'go on to Washington and resigl
there. We are informed that there 87
members from. other Southern: States “’h"
are desirons of conferring with them int 9'
steps towards the consummation of a Sou ™
ern Qonfederacy.  The arrangement will pof
intetfore with' the discharge of their dutios

Gov. Letcher, J, R. Tucker,

as delegatea to the State Conveation, :

John A, Newman.., 510 *

1
J




